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An update of the ministry of Hesston Mennonite Church 

in touch 
Hesston Mennonite Church 

A community of God’s people, seeking and following the way of Christ, 
experiencing and sharing the good news of healing and hope. 

Upcoming Worship Series: Journey Through Colossians 
We are a community of God’s People. Though the 
community has looked different through the 100+ years of 
Hesston Mennonite’s history, this has remained true. We 
here because of God: because of what God has done, is 
doing, and will do. We are here to worship, to serve, to love, 
to be a light, and to care for those God brings into our lives. 
 

Like the church of Colossae, the community that originally 
received what we now call Colossians, we are a people who 
desire to seek and follow the way of Christ. Though we have 
thousands of years of church history behind us, we still seek 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit in living out our faith. 
Knowing who we are in Christ Jesus, knowing what God 
has promised, and knowing what God expects of us in 
paramount. How can we follow a way we cannot see? 
 

As we journey through this book of the New Testament, our 
hope is to experience and share the good news of healing 
and hope found in its pages. It’s not all easy, and Colossians 
makes that abundantly clear. More importantly, Colossians 
shows us who God is in the midst of our lives together. It 
paints a picture of a God who does not leave us in our 
suffering and a church who finds her full purpose in 
following in the footsteps of Christ Jesus. 
 

We hope and pray that as we journey through Colossians 
that the Holy Spirit will give us a renewed strength and 
excitement to live out the vision God has given us as a 
church: A community of God’s people, seeking and 
following the way of Christ, experiencing and sharing the 
good news of healing and hope. You can go deeper by 
spending time reading or listening to Colossians (multiple 
times even). To listen to different versions, find some 
options on our website: http://hesstonmc.org/colossians/ 

Journey Through Colossians 

2 new motion-sensitive 
lights in the education 
wing result in less 
walking in the dark 
(and less fumbling for 
the light switch) 
 #visionsightings 

Around 100 people at the SHINE Kickoff on 
Wednesday, September 14 at Kevin and Kathy Wray’s 
Barn!  #visionsightings 

As we make this journey of transition, we now find 
ourselves in an interim time in which the pastoral team has 
shifted from a team of three to a team of two. At this point, 
we hope to have an interim pastor in place by early in the 
new year. In seeking the best for the congregation, we 
recognize the need to share responsibilities and call on the 
gifts of the congregation. As Elders, we continue our 
commitment to the spiritual well-being of our congregation 
and our pastors. 
 

In the next several months, Amy and Clayton will continue 
to preach with the same frequency as they have in the past. 
Preachers from within the congregation will offer their gifts 
to us. Those persons include Mitch Stutzman, Todd 
Lehman, Ben Sprunger, Michele Hershberger, and Mark 
Miller. We are grateful to have many more persons in the 
congregation that we can call on to serve in this way as well. 
 

In partnership with the pastors, the Elders will do visitation 
and pastoral care as needed. Persons have already offered to 
share their gifts in new and expanded ways. We ask the 
congregation to look for ways we can support each other. As 
needs arise we will contact those who have offered their 
gifts. 
 

We are blessed to be in a good place as a congregation. We 
look forward to seeing how God will continue to call, 
inspire, energize, and equip us as we journey forward. 

The Elders 

Pastoral Transition at HMC 

Our fall offering in the primary Sunday school department is 
going to Mennonite Disaster Service. We have heard Don 
Horst talk about his work helping others around the country, 
and we have heard about the disasters that have affected 
communities around the U.S. During opening time, we will 
look at the map and find the locations where MDS has 
projects: Detroit MI, West Virginia bridges, California fire 
damage, Texas and South Carolina flooding, and Mulvane 
and Belle Plaine KS. 
 

We recently sent around $150 to the Hesston Transient 
Fund.  Thank you, parents, for your support. 

Carolyn Rychener 
Primary Sunday School Superintendent 

Primary SS Fall Offering Project 

http://hesstonmc.org/colossians/


Elder Minutes 
September 15, 2016 
 

Renae Alison opened our meeting with prayer. 
 

The minutes from our Sept. 1 meeting were approved. 
 

The first part of our meeting centered on planning for 
upcoming events as well as for an interim pastor. 
 

Amy Nissley Stauffer reported being busy with transition 
agenda and South Central Conference interests. 
 

Clayton Gladish reported a busy schedule as well.  He 
continues to wait for his visa, so is still not able to drive. 
 

The elders support Clayton and Amy in using the South 
Central Conference grants to attend Kansas Leadership 
Center in November.  This has been a helpful experience in 
the past. 
 

John C. Murray came for the second part of our meeting. 
 

Our pastors reported on pastoral care activities. 
 

John gave devotions, with scripture from Isaiah 41:10, “Do 
not fear for I am with you.”  He used a Rubik's cube as an 
example for changes of life. 
 

John has prepared a letter with his farewell for the 
congregation, to be placed in church mailboxes. 
 

We had a light meal together.  John closed our meeting with 
prayer. 

Submitted respectfully, 
Barb Kaufman, Secretary for Elders 

September 1, 2016 
 

We, as an Outreach Commission, have begun thinking about 
the Outreach budget for 2017. We would like to invite the 
congregation to give input on what it might look like before 
a recommendation is made to church council. 
 

The current Outreach budget contributes to both global and 
local needs, as well as both long-term and newer HMC 
commitments. For reference, here are some examples: 
Mennonite Mission Network $40,000, South Central 
Conference $17,000, Mennonite Central Committee $7000 
(budgeted: HMC gives more to MCC through designated 
giving), Schowalter Villa Good Samaritan Fund $5000, 
Christian Peacemaker Teams $1800, and Care Portal 
Ministries $1200—complete budget available in 2015 
Annual Report.   
 

We would like to hear your feedback on these questions: 
 What values would we like to see reflected in our 

budget? (such as global, local, missionary, peace and 
justice, broader church mutual care, and 
congregational ministries) 

 What areas of HMC’s Outreach budget would you 
like to see changed or prefer to remain at present 
levels? 

 

We as Outreach Commission would like your feedback on 
these questions. Please feel free to contact members of 
Outreach Commission: LaMar Bender, Dean Alison, Susan 
Miller, Crystal Oster, Gladys Voth, Ardell Stauffer, and 
Clayton Gladish for your thoughts or questions. Thank you.  
 

- The Outreach Commission  

Questions on Outreach Budget 

As we look toward the future, we also recognize important 
moments in our past. The following was adapted from an 
article written by John F. Murray for the November 2001 
issue of “Hopewell Happenings.” This message is still 
applicable today in 2016.                           - Clayton Gladish 

 

September 12, 2001 found us headed for 
Hesston, Kansas. On Sunday, September 16, 
we attended the first service of the Hesston 
Mennonite Church. In that service the 
congregation was dedicating a sculpture 
carved from a solid piece of walnut wood by 
Paul Friesen. 
 

The congregation had commissioned him to 
make a sculpture to represent the Hesston 
congregation that they might put on display in 
their church building. As he studied that large 
piece of walnut wood and began to carve, he 
saw a congregation that had come from many 

places and backgrounds with varying ideas and practices 
held together by the bonds of Christian love, faith, and 
purpose in Christ Jesus.  
 

Following this vision his Transformation Sculpture took the 
form of several vines growing up, entwining and held 
together at the top by a small bond that gave stability to the 
whole sculpture.  On the way up some of the branches 
merged with other branches.  A couple just dead-ended.  
Some branches made twists and turns so that they wound up 
in places and in directions that differed from their starting 
points. 
 

As we listened to Paul’s explanation of what the sculpture 
meant to him, many of us could not help but relate the 
sculpture to the tangled strands in our personal lives, our 
families, churches, nation, world, and the tangled mass of 
rubble, still fresh in our minds, that was once the World 
Trade Center in New York City, the Pentagon in 
Washington D. C. and the airplane that crashed near 
Shanksville, PA.  
 

Let us pray that the Lord will transform the tangled strands 
of our relationships with the nations and peoples of the 
world so that we may have peace again.   Let us also pray 
that the Lord will transform the tangled strands of our 
personal lives, families, congregations, denominations, 
communities and media. 

Transforming Tangled Strands! 

Marty Troyer, the speaker this during 
worship this Sunday, October 2, has 
written the book, The Gospel Next 
Door:  Following Jesus Right 
Where You Are.  It is in the HMC 
library.   
 

For Christians we pray for "God's 
kingdom come on earth as it is in 
heaven."  But what does that even 
mean?  Would we recognize God's 
kingdom if it moved in next door? 

Book Review 



Introducing RAY 
Excerpts from Isaiah 43 were written on the whiteboard to 
kick-off the lesson: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I 
have called you by name, you are mine… Because you are 
precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you.” Patrice 
LeFevre went on to explain how being called by a special 
name was and is important to people. To bring the point 
home, she gave a real-life example of the importance of 
having a name: “We are no longer Club 56 and JYF, we are 
something new.” 
  

You see, we are trying something different this year. The 
success of SHINE and bi-weekly Club 56 on Wednesday 
nights inspired certain persons to wonder, “Is there a way 
we can keep the momentum going?” Out of that question 
and several meetings with interested parties, a new ministry 
was taking shape. Starting this fall, all Middle School Youth 
are meeting together every Wednesday for a meal, a lesson, 
and activities. 
  

But calling them Club 56 and JYF was getting a little clunky 
and didn’t really capture this new thing that had begun. So it 
was up to the youth to decide a name for themselves, a 
special name that would set them apart. After some 
explanation, some group work, and a vote, they came up 
with an acronym that would fit with SHINE but would also 
be different: RAY. 
  

RAY stands for Really Awesome Youth. Obviously, they 
are a humble bunch. Actually, I’d say they have a lot to be 
proud of. They worked together well in discerning this 
name. They have excellent and creative leaders. They have 
the potential to teach us a thing or two about what it means 
to follow Jesus—so keep your eyes open for how God is 
working in and through them. 
  

And by the way, I don’t need any credit for this. This is the 
result of the hard work of Christy Brenneman, Susan Lamb, 
Patrice LeFevre, and many other supporting leaders. I just 
try to stay out of the way and help out where I can. Thanks 
to all of you! 

Clayton Gladish 

As we are aware, the basement is currently unusable as we await repairs, mold removal, and refurbishing.  We had been making 
plans for the Wednesday Nights for Adults set to start with a Coffee Night on Oct 5.  We have also started a ministry specifically 
for youth in Middle School (RAY) that is now meeting every Wednesday night at the church in addition to Shine. 
 

In light of the changes in the availability of space, we are making some adjustments for to the plan for Wednesday Nights for 
Adults.  Instead of offering five times for connecting in October and November, we are offering three.  Childcare will still be 
provided at church for those persons wishing to utilize that service. 
 

October 5 - Coffee Night at The Perk 
Join Ariana and Joel Kauffman at The Perk for an evening of conversation and great coffee.  There will be regular brewed coffee 
on offer.  If you would like, you can also purchase fancy coffee drinks and treats. 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

October 26 - Intergenerational Night at Shine 
The Shine Team is planning a night of fall fun activities for the children of Shine.  As part of that night we would like to invite 
adults from the congregation to join us.  Come for supper at 6p and then at 6:30p there will be plenty of time to interact with 
children and other adults.  
 

November 2 - Coffee Night at The Perk, Part 2 
Join Jim and Jan Erb at The Perk for an evening of conversation and great coffee.  There will be regular brewed coffee on offer.  If 
you would like, you can also purchase fancy coffee drinks and treats.  If you could not make the first one, now is your chance! 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Nights for Adults 

Acknowledging the gifts of time and talent that are shared 
within our church family… 
 

The following persons volunteer their time in the kitchen in 
many ways including, but not limited to, dishwashing, 
baking pies, and cooking for congregational meals as well 
as meals for outside groups that use the space. Apologies to 
anyone whose name we may have missed. 

Appreciating Our Volunteers 

Dean Alison 
Kendra Alison 
Marjorie Barge 

Al Buller 
J Brown 

Ardith Brunk 
Debi Brunk 
Rene Brunk 
Jan Diller 
Jim Diller 

Norma Diller 
Mike Easter 

Rachel Easter 
Barbara Eichelberger 

Jan Erb 
Jon Friesen 

Kathleen Friesen 
Vicki Hoffman 
Phil Hoffman 
Barb Kaufman 

Barbara Jantz 
Darrel Jantz 

Laurel Miller 
Pat Miller 

John Murray 
Krista Murray 

Amy Nissley Stauffer 
Kayla Rudy 
Cindi Roth 

Gerry Selzer 
Jean Selzer 
Sue Stuckey 

Mitch Stutzman 
Phyllis Stutzman 

Dick Toews 
Ruth Ann Toews 

Gladys Voth 
Mary Lee Wiens 

Janet Zook 
Jim Zook 

Did You Know??? 
 The first service of Hesston Mennonite Church was 

held Sunday afternoon, Oct. 3, 1909 in Green Gables. 
 

 The Children’s Globe offering for the months of 
October, November and December will go to the 
Hesston Resource Center. 



in touch is published 1st and 3rd Sundays monthly—items should be 

in the church office by noon Wednesday prior to publication. 

309 S Main.Hesston.KS.67062.  Telephone 620-327-4885. 

E-mail: hesstonmc@hesstonmc.org. Website: www.hesstonmc.org  

Hesston College News 
Community read author to visit Hesston College and 
Hesston Public Library.  Joshua Davis, the author  of the 
Hesston College and area community read, Spare Parts, will 
share with the community in a 7:30 p.m. presentation, 
Tuesday, Oct. 4, at Hesston Mennonite Church on the 
Hesston College campus. He will also speak at Hesston 
Public Library at 1 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 5. The 
presentations are free and open to the public. Spare Parts is 
the true story of four undocumented teenagers from Mexico 
and living in Phoenix who were inspired by their high 
school science teachers to be greater than their adversity and 
be successful in building an underwater robot to compete 
against corporate-sponsored collegiate teams.  
 
Bel Canto Singers to perform at Hesston Mennonite 
Church. A 21-voice mixed chamber choir, Bel Canto 
Singers, under the direction of Dr. Russel Adrian, will 
perform at 4 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 9, at Hesston Mennonite 
Church on the Hesston College campus.  The group’s fall 
tour program, “Mend the Sky,” is inspired by the college’s 
2016-17 theme verse from Jeremiah 29:11-13: “For I know 
the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord…” and the 
Hesston community read Spare Parts by Joshua Davis.  The 
group’s home concert is a prelude to a fall break tour to 
Colorado Oct. 14 to 17. 

Women Changing the World — Join Mennonite 
Economic Development Associates (MEDA) for 4 days of 
inspiration, information and networking in San Antonio, TX 
during Oct. 27-30.  Plenary sessions feature topics on 
entrepreneurship and women in business.  Go to 
www.medaconvention.org for full descriptions of the 
sessions, seminars, tours and registration.  

MEDA Convention 

Oct 9  Quilt Historian Marla Jackson Presentation, 
3:00 p.m., Kauffman Museum. “From Slavery to 
a Free State: The Story of Maria Rogers Martin” - 
explores the life and legacy of a quilter and 
former enslaved person who came to Lawrence 
with abolitionists in 1862. 

 

Oct 15  Hoffnungsau Mennonite Church annual 
Mission Supper, 5:00-7:00 p.m., benefits support 
Mobility Worldwide, providers of Personal 
Energy Transportation Carts. German sausage, 
mashed potatoes, zwieback, pie, and more.  

Upcoming Events 

Mennonite Education Agency News 
Place join us in supporting Instituto Biblico Anabautista 
(Anabaptist Biblical Institute) - a vibrant educational 
movement that has been training Anabaptist Hispanic 
leaders for over 29 years.  A celebration and fundraising 
dinner will take place on Friday, October 14 at 6:30p.m. at 
First Mennonite Church of Newton.  Please come and hear 
how this ministry is building strong Anabaptist Hispanic 
congregations. Dinner by donation. In addition to a dinner 
prepared by Chef Carlos Lujano, the evening will include a 
short program with a testimony by Miguel Alatorre, an IBA 
student and a dance performance by the children of Iglesia 
Menonita Casa Betania. If you have questions, contact 
Violeta Ajquejay at VioletaA@mennoniteeducation.org or 
call 316-281-4342. 

The Loss of Turtle Island—Monday, Oct. 10 at 7 PM in 
the Dugan Conference Center at Newman University (3100 
McCormick Ave in Wichita). This Doctrine of Discovery 
event is in conjunction with the Newman Studies course 
Stories of Home and Immigration. Erica Littlewolf and 
Karin Kaufman Wall from Mennonite Central Committee 
Central States will facilitate the participatory exercise. The 
activity is described by Kaufman Wall as, "A participatory 
learning experience that depicts the historic relationship 
between European settlers — including Mennonites — and 
the Indigenous nations, the original inhabitants, of the land 
we now call the United States of America. Blankets 
represent the land and participants represent distinct 
Indigenous nations who experience colonization, genocide, 
broken treaties, forced removal, assimilation and 
termination — all in the spirit of the Doctrine of 
Discovery.” People of all ages are welcome! RSVP for this 
event to Sonja Bontrager, Assistant 316.942.4921 ex. 2158.  

Mennonite Central Committee News 

This photo shows the 
nijiriguchi  

or crawling-in entrance 
to a tea ceremony room 
that Mary Beyler spoke 

of in the Moment in 
Mission about Japan in 

the September 18 
worship service. 
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