
 

 

 

 

 
 

                James L. Zook 
August 22, 1938 – February 09, 2021 

  



Memorial Service 
in Celebration of the Life of 

James L. Zook 
Saturday, February 13, 2021; 11:00 a.m.  

Hesston Mennonite Church 
 

 

Prelude   
 

Words of Greeting                                       Rev Kay Schroeder  
 

Song       When Peace like a River (VT #617)            
 

Life Story  Grandson John Miller 

 

Song My Soul is Filled with Joy (STJ #13) 

 

Scripture   Grandchildren Luke Burckhart and Marita Illescas                    

  

Meditation                                                 Rev Clayton Gladish 
 

Song The Love of God (VT #162) 

  

Tribute                                                   Nephew Jeff Bontrager 
 

Slide Presentation of Jim’s Life                                                               

                                       

Benediction                                                         Rev Jess Engle 

 

Song    Nothing is Lost on the Breath of God (VT # 653) 

 

 

 

 
 
Audio: Phil Hoffman                                                     Video and Live Stream: Bernie Barge 



                                                   

                                                     Life Story 
 
James (Jim) Leon Zook was the second oldest of six born to Aaron LeRoy and 

Naomi Detwiler Zook on August 22, 1938 in Kalona, Iowa. His family later moved 

to Cherry Box, Missouri and then Hannibal, where he spent the rest of his growing 

up years. 

As a child Jim enjoyed working with his dad, learning about motors and how 

things worked. Jim always had an eye for precision, whether it was creating 

something out of wood, cutting a pie, or being able to fix just about anything. 

He attended a one room schoolhouse and was the only one in his class. He was 

always good at math and science, and represented his school in competitions with 

other schools. During the summers, he often went to work for his uncles, helping 

out on their farms in Cherry Box, Missouri. He enjoyed this time working and 

playing with his cousins. He was a hard worker -- he might have been small but he 

was mighty. 

Jim completed his education at Iowa Mennonite High School in 1956. He worked 

for three different families during his years there to earn his room and board. After 

high school, he worked for a year at a coin wrapper factory in Hannibal, earning 

money to attend college. He attended Hesston College for one year before meeting 

Janet Schrock -- who saw a picture of him the year before and said she was going 

to date him.  

Jim and Janet were married on June 11, 1960 at Sycamore Grove Mennonite 

Church in Garden City, Missouri. It was a very hot and humid day and, of course, 

the church was not air conditioned. Jim was SO hot (or nervous), he had sweat 

dripping off his nose. The newlyweds lived in Hannibal for six months before 

moving to Denver, Colorado so Jim could serve in 1W service at Denver General. 

After their 1W service, Jim and Janet decided to stay in Denver and spent the next 

43 years there. They welcomed two girls, Jana and Joanne, in 1962 and 1966.  

Jim took drafting courses and had a successful career as a draftsman for several 

companies. He has his name on three patents for parts he designed for kidney 

dialysis machines. 

Jim loved spending time in the Colorado mountains. As a young family, the Zooks 

often went camping. Jim would always find the ‘best’ places to go fishing. Jana 

and Joanne would fish as well. Most of Jim’s time was spent getting his daughters’ 

lines untangled, or putting on new hooks and weights when they lost theirs pulling 

their lines out of rocks and bushes. When the girls occasionally actually caught a 

fish, Jim helped them get it off the line. The family would also go hiking on these 

camping trips, looking at all the books so that they could look up what they found.  

Jim enjoyed being active and loved to go hiking through the mountains. Sometimes 
the family didn’t know where they were hiking to or how far it was. The family 

will always remember this “short” 1/4 mile hike he wanted to take to a marble 

quarry. Turns out the hike was NOT a quarter of a mile, it was more like 4. He had 

three hungry, tired, cranky girls by the time they got back.  

Jim and Janet were very active members of the Glennon Heights Mennonite 

Church where Jim served as an usher, steward, and treasurer. He loved to help out 

whenever and wherever he could. He always had a special bond with his Steward 

Board. 



 

After retirement in 2005, Jim and Janet moved to Hesston, Kansas to settle out of 

the big city and to be closer to family. Jim stayed busy even after retirement. He 

enjoyed spending time in the yard, such as helping Joanne with her garden. He also 

loved making items out of wood such as candle sticks, salt and pepper shakers, ink 

pens, and ice cream scoop handles. He made puzzle boxes for each of the 

grandkids for their high school graduation. He enjoyed working on his model train 

set display and also putting puzzles together.  

 

He and Janet love to volunteer. They would lend their time to Ten Thousand 

Villages doing many off-sites, to the Et Cetera shop where he would test and repair 

small appliances, and the Lion’s Club of Hesston. He enjoyed singing with the 

Kansas Mennonite Men’s choir as well as the Villa Men’s Choir. Jim and Janet had 

several groups of friends that they enjoyed getting together with for games and 

potlucks.  

After the girls were grown, Jim and Janet started traveling. They went on many 

trips with their travel group and friends from 1W days, such as cruises to the 

Caribbean, Panama Canal, Alaska, and around Hawaii. They also traveled to 

Canada, Costa Rica, and all over the United States. For their 50th anniversary, they 

took a trip to Europe. 

Spending time together as a family has always been important. There were many 

trips to the mountains in Colorado, the favorites were Rocky Mountain Camp and 

Redstone. They loved trips to Branson, Missouri, the Outer Banks of North 

Carolina, and Disney World. The family loved playing games together, making 

gingerbread houses at Christmas, or working on a puzzle. 

Jim is survived by his wife, Janet, and their two daughters Jana (Mike) Miller of 

Indianapolis IN and Joanne (Phil) Burckhart of Buhler Kansas. He also had three 

grandchildren John (Audrey) Miller of Fishers, IN, Marita (Jason) Illescas of 

Indianapolis, IN, and Luke Burckhart of Buhler, Kansas. He has a sister Rozella 

(John) Lehman of Applecreek, Ohio, and brothers Phil (Karen) Zook of Colorado 

Springs, Colorado and Les (Grace) Zook of Deep River, Iowa. He is also survived 

by sisters-in-law Leta (Frank) Bontrager of Lakewood, Colorado, Ruth Zook of 

Mechanicsburg Pennsylvania, Janet Zook of Savannah Missouri and numerous 

nieces and nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his parents and brothers Marin and Samuel Zook.                               

 
 
 
 

~ Memorials ~ 

Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp 
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